
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the overwhelming love 

and support I have received over the years in my journey of discernment to the 

call of Permanent Deacon.  

The week of March 2-6 I was on canonical retreat at St. Charles Center in       

Carthagena, Ohio.  St. Charles Center is the Motherhouse of the Missionaries of 

the Precious Blood.  I was so blessed to be in the company of such brilliant, wise, 

knowledgeable and holy men.  My retreat was guided and facilitated by Fr. David 

Zink, a resident priest of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and Fr. Tom Hemm, 

C.PP.S., former Motherhouse Director and a resident priest of the Missionaries of 

the Precious Blood.  Father Hemm grew up in Piqua and is a former St. Boniface 

parishioner. 

With the support of our pastor, Fr. Daniel Hunt, the Director of Formation, Fr. David Sunberg, and the 

Office of the Diaconate, I will now be ordained as a Permanent Deacon on April 25, 2020 along with 

seven seminarians who will be ordained as Transitional Deacons for the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.  

Bishop Joseph Binzer will preside over the ordination at the cathedral of St. Peter in Chains. 

Upon ordination, I will serve my home parish region of St. Boniface and St. Mary in Piqua. Please keep 

me and all the deacon candidates in your prayers as we approach this milestone in our vocation journey.  

Know that my prayers are always with all of you and for the whole world.     In Christ, Jim Niswonger 

(The date for Jim’s First Mass & Reception is pending.) 

Happy Anniversary  
To St. Clare Chapel!  

St. Clare Chapel opened as the only regional, 24-hour, perpetual adoration 

chapel in December, 1990, under the leadership of Father Angelo Caserta. 

We will celebrate its 30th anniversary later this year. Those committing to 

serving as a current guardian of the Eucharist include people from the initial 

opening of the chapel in 1990, those moving to our community, those         

converting to the Catholic faith, and even people outside of Piqua! May their 

ministry of serving as a guardian of the Blessed Sacrament ever bear witness 

to Jesus, “The true light, which enlightens everyone” (Jn 1:9).  

While St. Clare Chapel is approaching its 30th anniversary, we are in great 

need of additional regular and substitute guardians to keep the chapel operating as a place of perpetual 

adoration. “Could You Not Watch But One Hour With Me?” (Matthew 26:40). You may express your 

questions about the chapel or interest in a weekly, bi-monthly, monthly hour, or as a substitute guardian 

to Mary Jane Karn (937) 778-0496 or Mike Epperly (937) 622-0112. 
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Tending the Master’s 
Vineyard 

ST.  BONIFACE & ST . MARY CATHOLIC CHURCHES  

Congrats, Jim — God Bless You !   
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St. Mary Altar Society:   
St. Mary Altar Society sold desserts at the Fish Fry on March 6.  It was a very successful event.  Special 

thanks to the people that donated desserts, the individuals that bought the items, and to our loyal workers.  

We could not have done it without you.  Our next business meeting will be on May 11 when we will make 

plans for the Cake Booth at the Parish Festival.    

Adult Faith Formation Commission:   

Coffee and Doughnuts: Were offered after the 9:00 and 11:00 am Masses on October 6, December 1, and 

February 2. 

Dynamic Catholic Resources: Boxes containing free materials are available in both churches 

and the chapel for parishioners.  Feel free to keep, return, or pass on to others. 

Prayer Partners:  Parishioners are again partnering to pray for our fourteen Eighth grade  Con-

firmation candidates and three RCIA candidates and catechumens during their formation period. 

Pre-Lent Faith offering:  Two DVD Pivotal Players programs- “Bishop Fulton Sheen Communicator” and 

“St. John Henry Newman, the Convert”- by Bishop Robert Barron’s Word on Fire Institute were offered on 

February 5 and 12 at the Caserta Center. 

Lent: Stations of the Cross are offered on Thursday night at 7:00 pm in St. Mary church and on Sunday  

afternoon at 2:00 pm in St. Boniface church. Small group Bible studies are now meeting using the book 

Matthew 10-20; On the Road with Jesus by Kevin Perrotta. 

Family Movie: The movie Heaven is for Real originally scheduled for March 28 will be offered at a future 

date.  Watch the bulletin for date and time. 

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both parishes, Fr. Hunt, and Diane 

Mengos.  Meetings are held at the North Street Campus on the third Tuesday of the month at 7pm.  If inter-

ested in joining, please attend. Questions concerning any of our activities, please contact Barb Kohl       

(773-9205 or bkohl@woh.rr.com). 

Parish Activities 

To comply with Governor Mike DeWine's stay at home order issued on Sunday, March 
22, 2020, I will be closing the doors of St. Boniface and St. Mary Churches until   
further notice. Please call me if someone needs the Sacrament of Anointing or for 

any emergency, 419-773-0626 (cell) or 937-773-0075 (house phone). For non-
emergencies, call the parish office and follow the prompts.  My extension is 104.   

Join with me in praying the Holy Rosary from your homes, while I am in 
church, starting this Sunday March 29, 2020 at 7:00 pm, and each day 
after until regular scheduled Masses begin again at the Parishes. The 

Sorrowful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary are traditionally said during the 
Sundays of Lent. Each family can choose their own petition to pray for 

each day, as we begin praying the Holy Rosary this Sunday. 

You can always contact me to make an appointment for confession.  

For continued updates on the Coronavirus, you can use the website 
Coronavirus.ohio.gov 

All of you are in my prayers, and may we all practice patient 
endurance in this time of trial, in imitation of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ, who is always by our side out of love for us.  

      In Jesus, Fr. Dan 
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St. B./St. M. Mission Committee:  

The Mission Committee would like to thank all of the people that donated desserts for the fish fry. We, also, 

want to thank all of the people that purchased desserts.   We outdid previous years.  

Bring those aluminum cans!  We are happy that you are helping us with this           

project.  We are doing better than ever on this as well.  Keep dropping them off 

anytime at Don & Gloria Stonerock’s residence (1104 Washington Avenue) either 

on the porch or in the truck.  

Our next project is the RUMMAGE SALE.  It will be July 11 and 12, 2020. 

Please call Don & Gloria Stonerock (773-2400) to make arrangements to meet you 

at the storage area or to pick the items up. This year we are asking you to mark the 

boxes with what are in them. We will, again, be in need of people that can help 

pick up or help us to move the items into the Caserta Center.  We will be moving 

items on July 9 and 10.  We, also, will be needing people to help unpack and            

display the items.  If you can help, please come to the Caserta Center on those two 

days and we will put you to work.  We will need help on the days of the sale, 

also. As in the  past we will not take clothing, CRT-TVs, mattresses, baby beds, 

and car seats.  

In October, we will be hosting visitors from Dominica; dates to be determined.  

The Gutmanns are, also, coming for a visit this year.   When they come during the rummage sale, they are 

always there to help. We are thankful for their help as they are thankful for the help we give them. In               

addition to Twinning and the Gutmanns, we help Sister Sarah in Guatemala.  

If you would be interested in joining the Mission Committee, 

come to one our meetings and see if it's for you.   Watch the         

bulletin for dates of our meetings.  We don't meet on a regular 

basis, but when we do, we hold the meeting at an hour.  It's            

always on a Monday at 6pm.  You will find that we have a very 

friendly atmosphere and welcome you with open arms. 

St. Mary Lenten Fish Fries:  (Reprinted / Miami Valley Today) 

With return of the season of Lent also came St. Mary Catholic 

Church’s 35-plus year tradition of Friday fish fries. Eden Merri-

field (front left) works alongside other members of St. Mary 

Catholic Church, including Sister Mary Alice, Donovan O’Leary, 

Rosie O’Leary, and more to serve up the Church’s Lent fish fry meals inside 

Piqua Catholic School’s cafeteria on Friday evening. Mitch Hohlbein (not 

pictured) has organized the event for over the last 20 years. 

Kenny Kirby of St. Mary Catholic Church in Piqua fries fish and helps pre-

pare other food as the church feeds a crowd of community members lined up 

down Piqua Catholic School’s halls as part of its annual Lent fish fries on Fri-

day.  The remaining Lenten Fish Fries were suspended on March 19! 

Piqua Ultreya: 
On March 28 at 9:15am, we will hold our next Ultreya.  Ultreya means Onward.  We are all moving onward 

in our life long journey of getting to know God and His will in our lives.  Ultreya is a part of the Cursillo 

movement.  However, you do not have to make a Cursillo to come to Ultreya.  So please join us — we need 

each other — as we proceed in our journey to Heaven. 

Parish Activities Continued 

Mark Your Calendar                                   

Mission Committee                

Rummage Sale                            

July 11 & 12, 2020 
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Parish Activities Continued 

Memorial Day Mass:   

On Monday, May 25, the Piqua Parishes will come together to celebrate Mass at 11:00 

a.m. in Forest Hill Cemetery, which replaces the 8:30am Mass that day. This annual 

tribute to those whom we have lost and those who have served our Country is                   

facilitated by the Yannucci and Zimmerman families. Please bring a lawn chair. As in 

the past, should rain occur the Mass will be offered in St. Mary Church. Everyone is      

welcome as we honor those in our Parishes who have gone before us and others we 

care to pray for and remember. 

Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish:  

Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP) is a personal and parish spiritual renewal process. As Catholics, we are 

called to witness to one another the amazing things God has done for us. The CRHP process allows us to 

do just that—take a break from our busy lives, share our faith with others, and get to know God through 

his works. The Continuation Committee will meet on April 28  to discuss future plans.  For questions, 

please contact either Judy Lohnes at the parish office or Barb Kohl, coordinator. 

 

 

Fourteen women from                                 

our parishes traveled                                  

to Fayetteville to present                            

a women’s Welcome Retreat 

for Fr. Tom Bolte’s parishes                              

on February 29.  

Ten women attended a one day 

retreat on February 8.  

Eight men attended a one day  

retreat on February 22.   
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Did you guess the 

location of this 

image   pictured 

in the last issue 

of the parishes’               

newsletter?   

If you guessed 

on the north side of the Readmore 

Hallmark store, you were correct.  

Congrats to Shirley Reiber, who was 

the first person with the correct 

answer.  

It’s not every 

day you see a 

bird house 

made of stone!  

Be the first to 

submit the   

exact location 

of this unique 

bird house and 

win a PIZZA!  

Members of Both Parishes 

Are Invited To The 

St. Boniface Feast Day                                              
Celebration 

Date to Be Determined 
Mass In the Church 

Followed by Sandwich Supper 
“Let Us Thank YOU for Your Support of Our Parishes” 

Sponsored by St. Boniface Family Life  

Watch the Bulletin for Additional Details 

Donuts & Coffee Sunday 
April 5 

 

 
 

Respect Life Committee of Piqua Parishes: 
On March 9, we held our Memorial Service of Lost Children.  We changed the focus of the service from a 

healing to a memorial service. We wanted to focus on the grief and the pain that the parents and families of 

children who have died experience.  Many of us had said that this is a pain we cannot imagine.  So, we 

wanted to pray for them. 

Pro-life Prayer Intentions 

April—Infertility—We pray that those struggling with infertility are able to conceive and bear a child.  

May—Parents—May parents  be  given the grace to answer their call to a sacrificial love.  May they love 

their children as God our Father and Mary our mother loves us. 

June—Those facing the death penalty— that they may find their peace with God                         

the Creator who made them, as well as, anyone that they may have hurt. 

There are many prolife issues.  Please keep them all in your prayer,  

as we try to move our culture to being Pro-life. 

Parish Activities Continued 

Send your answer to  

piquaparishesnewsletter@gmail.com  

Or Call 778-8642                       

CANCELLED 

Returning  
This  
Fall 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Saint_Boniface_by_Cornelis_Bloemaert.jpg
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Parish Activities Continue—St. Mary Summer Festival 

St. Mary Parish Festival is celebrating its 50th year of fun and festivities for the parish and community the 

week-end of June 5-6.  The annual festival will be held Friday, June 5, from 6-11 p.m. and Saturday, June 6, 

from 3-11 p.m.  “The Drive” will perform on Friday from 6:30-10:30 pm and “Clark Manson” will be on 

stage Saturday from 6:30-10:30 pm.  The festival will also feature rides, food, cake booth, kiddieland, games 

of chance, the grand raffle and more! 

The yearly festival began in 1970 and was held on the grounds of the  

former Knights of Columbus Hall on 25A.  The first festival featured 

games of chance and food as recorded by one of the past festival chairper-

sons, Jan Hissong.  From there it was moved to the parish grounds at 528 

Broadway in the early 1970s.  Tom Staley and Jim Apple then spear-

headed the construction of brightly-colored festival booths, and Leroy 

Steinke helped to make canvas coverings for each of the booths.  One  

former chairperson recalled that Charlie Drapp flew his plane above the 

festival grounds and took pictures so the group could remember where 

each booth would be placed the following year.   

Once the old Piqua Catholic High School was torn down, the festival was expanded to include carnival rides 

and an entertainment stage along with more games, food; and activities for the entire family. 

The Knights of Columbus used to pull in their famous bus and prepare fried chicken at those first festivals.  

In recent years, Mitch Hohlbein and a group of volunteers fry chicken over pit barbecues.  “The chicken  

dinners are still a really great part of the festival!” the festival chairs said. 

Current festival chairs, Bev and Clark Brown, Judy and Jerry Peltier and Brad Ulbrich, along with hundreds 

of volunteers, are preparing for this festival anniversary celebration.  “Lots of work goes into the planning 

and actual festival itself,” said Bev Brown, festival chair.  “It’s a wonderful week-end for both parish               

members and the community who have been huge supporters over the years,” she said.   

Father Dan Hunt, pastor of St. Boniface and St. Mary Parishes, continued the thank yous for all involved in 

the festival.  “We couldn’t do this without the many, many volunteers along with the city, neighbors, and 

those businesses and individuals who support the festival each year.  Each one truly adds to the success of 

the week-end.” 

 

Funeral Luncheon Committees: 

We invite you to join our ministry to help support our families during their time of grieving.  Our parishes        

provides the family with lunch in the Caserta Activity Center cafeteria.  The Funeral Luncheon Committees 

organize the food donations to help keep the costs of the meals down and coordinate the volunteers who help 

the day of the funeral to set up, serve, and clean-up.  Please consider assisting your fellow parishioners and 

friends during such a stressful time in their lives.   

If willing to donate food items (casserole, salad, vegetable, soup, dessert, buns, etc.) 

or help at the luncheons, you will be called on a “rotating” basis every 2-3 funeral 

luncheons.  If you are interested in helping with this great ministry and would like to 

have your name placed on the  list for funeral luncheon donations and luncheon help-

ers, contact the St. Mary office, 773-1327 or Bernice Lewis, 773-8540 or the           

St. Boniface office, 773-1656 or Rose Hemm, 778-8642 / jnrhemm@yahoo.com. 

If when called, it is not a good time for you to assist — just tell us you cannot help at this time.  If you would 

like your name removed from the list, just let us know.    

“Our Lord said he would remain with us always—and he’s keeping that promise,” Father Caserta observed.  
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Reflections . . .   A prayer … “Watch, O Lord, with those who 

wake, or watch, or weep tonight, and give Your angels and saints 

charge over those who sleep. Tend Your sick ones, O Lord Christ.        

Rest Your weary ones. Bless Your dying ones.  Soothe Your   

suffering ones, Pity your afflicted ones. Shield Your     

joyous ones.  And all for your love’s sake.” Amen      

 

The Parishes’ Newsletter has begun “paperless” distribution. Which means if email addresses are                     

provided, those parishioners will receive the Parish Newsletter electronically and not a paper copy in the 

mail. 

The Benefits of Going Paperless 
* Reduced Costs 

* Less Time Consuming 

* Quicker Than Snail-Mail 

* Reduce Clutter 

* Newsletters in Color 

* Ability to Forward to Others 

If you would like to receive “paperless” parishes’ newsletters,  

please send an email to piquaparishesnewsletter@gmail.com. 

Your email address will not be shared with anyone else and will 

only be used for the distribution of the Parishes’ Newsletter. 

Parishioners not providing an email address will continue to 

receive a paper copy in the mail.                                                    

Thanks! 

Paperless Parishes’ Newsletters 

Parish Activities Continued 

     

 

St. Boniface/St. Mary Ladies . . .  

COMBINATION DINNER 

Date to be Determined 

Prayer Chain  

To place a prayer request                                           

or be added to the chain,                          

please contact 

Gretchen Roeth, 778-0325                                          

or groeth@woh.rr.com 

St. Augustine 386-430 

An Update on the 2020 Haiti Project: 

So far as of March 11, we have raised, between the Miami Valley and Boca 

Grande fund raising efforts, enough to build 37 houses. With the grace of God, 

we hope to reach our goal of 50 houses by May, 2020. If we accomplished our 

goal, we will have built 514 houses in the last 11 years. Praise God! 

      Ben & Louise Scott  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigm-OAqOPLAhXLTCYKHcMtCG8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.make-your-own-invitations.com%2Finvitation-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNEndcQsVGMosrcsnolVbWMmIYEv3Q&ust=14592521
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2020 Holy Week Schedule 

 

 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY:   

Saturday, April 4:  Masses at 3:30pm & 5:00pm  

Sunday, April 5:  Masses at 7:00am & 9:00am 

11:00am & 7:00pm  

Stations of the Cross, 2:00pm  

MONDAY, April 6: Mass, 9:00am  

TUESDAY, April 7:  Mass, 8:30am  

WEDNESDAY, April 8: Mass, 8:30am  

        Confessions, 5:00-5:45pm; Mass, 6:00pm 

HOLY THURSDAY, April 9:                                    

 Mass, 7:00pm  

GOOD FRIDAY, April 10:                                      
Ecumenical Service, Noon (Grace United Methodist)                                                 

Stations of the Cross, Noon                                          

Liturgy of Good Friday, 2:00pm  

         Liturgy of Good Friday, 7:30pm  

HOLY SATURDAY, April 11:                                                        
Confession, 9-10am & 2:15-3:15pm                                          

Easter Vigil, 8:45pm  

EASTER SUNDAY, April 12:   
Masses at St. Boniface:  7:00am & 11am 

Masses at St. Mary: 9:00am & 12:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

Annual  
Easter Sunday 

Egg Hunt 

 

CANCELLED  

The Archdiocese of Cincinnati and many area parishes, 

including St. Patrick, Troy, and Transfiguration, West 

Milton, are streaming Sunday and Easter Week                    

Services. For more information on times and how to 

view,  visit their Facebook Pages.  

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine            

physician, we ask you to guard                         

and protect us from Coronavirus              

COVID-19 and all serious illness.         

For all that have died from it, have 

mercy; for those that are ill now, bring 

healing. For those searching for a  

remedy, enlighten them; for medical 

caregivers helping the sick, strengthen 

and shield them.  For those working  

to contain the spread, grant them            

success; for the afraid, grant peace.  

May your precious blood be our               

defense and salvation. By your grace, 

may you turn the evil of disease into 

moments of consolation and hope.  

May we always fear the contagion               

of sin more than any illness.                        

We abandon ourselves to you infinite.     

Amen  

Please remember our friends in Dominica in your prayers. 

Dominica had 12 cases reported on the island as of Monday, 

March 30. The country’s facility to handle the cases has 

been setup in Portsmouth. Just like here, their first respond-

ers need the most prayers.  One of our friends, Alicia, who 

visited here with the last team, is among those front line workers. 
CANCELLED 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOj7-fjerSAhXDxYMKHXFBD8wQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2F50-beautiful-holy-week-wish-pictures-and-images%2F&bvm=bv.150120842,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGXdmk9T
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“Chaplet of the Divine Mercy”   **  Divine Mercy Sunday,  April 19 

There is a beautiful and simple devotion, which is available to Catholics and             

non-Catholics alike, called the Divine Mercy. This tremendously powerful        

devotion can do a world of good in a time when it is desperately needed. The    

devotion was  revealed to St. Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun, when Jesus first 

appeared to her on February 22, 1931. His appearances and instructions for the      

Divine Mercy are chronicled in her Diary. A simple way to remember His     

message is by remembering ABC:  

Ask for His Mercy, prayerfully repenting of our sins and asking him to pour 

His Mercy upon us and the world; Be merciful, letting mercy flow through  

ourselves to others; Completely trust in Jesus, because the graces of His Mercy 

are dependent upon our trust; The more we trust, the more we will receive. 

These instructions apply to wherever we are in the liturgical year. The Divine 

Mercy Chaplet is meant to be prayed year round. 

In speaking to St. Faustina, Jesus spoke the most consoling words  

concerning someone in critical condition. He said, “Whoever will recite the  

Chaplet will receive great Mercy at the hour of death…or when they say this  

Chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the 

dying person, not as a just Judge, but a Merciful Savior.” 

Instructional pamphlets and prayer cards will be available in St. Boniface and              

St. Mary vestibules on Palm Sunday and also in St. Clare’s Chapel. On April 

19 at St. Boniface, there will be Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament                

at 2:30pm, praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet together at 3:00 pm, followed by 

Benediction. 

   Chaplet Begins Good Friday (April 10)—2nd Sunday after Easter   

          Divine Mercy Sunday (April 19) 2:30-3:30pm at St. Boniface 

IN RETROSPECT — Thanks, so much, to our contributors:  

Adult Faith Formation/Welcome to Christ Renews His Parish, Barb Kohl   

Center for Early Learning, Christy Hayes; Divine Mercy Sunday, Judy Lohnes 

Feature Article, Bethany Center Switches to Carry Out, Renee Hemm 

Happy Anniversary to St. Clare Chapel, Mike Epperly; Haiti Project, Ben Scott 

Memorial Day Mass, Ben Zimmerman 

Parish Notes/Dates, Theresa Henderson, Linda Richard, Judy Lohnes 

 Piqua Catholic School, Brad Zimmerman; Reflections, Sylvia Piatt  

Piqua Parishes/Respect Life Committee/Piqua Ultreya, Donna Johnson                                                               

Religious Education/Youth Ministry, Diane Mengos; RCIA, Deacon Mike Knight 

Retrouvaille, Doug Luken; St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee,  Don Stonerock 

St. Mary Lenten Fish Fries,  Miami Valley Today; St. Mary Summer Festival, Gretchen Roeth 

St. Mary Altar Society, Janet Poling 

We’d love to hear from you.  Please submit items for ongoing features or send us your ideas and                          

suggestions. Thank you—Renee Hemm (778-1612/rhemm@danhemm.com)                                                           

or Rose Hemm (778-8642/ jnrhemm@yahoo.com).                                                                                                

The Deadline for the Summer Issue is June 15.   

CANCELLED 
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School New—CFEL, PCS, LCHS 
 

Our Preschool is continuing to grow and improve.  Follow us on Facebook            

to see the wonderful activities our students do. 

Enrollment for 2020-2021:  Most of our classes for the upcoming school year are 

FULL.  But if you or someone you know is interested in joining our preschool or 

prekindergarten program - please give us a call.  If there is enough interest we will 

open up another class. 

Summer Camp:  Our Summer Camp program is bigger and better than ever!  This year we will host 7 week-

long themed camps for children ages 3-12.  We will also offer Extended Care from 7am-5:30pm.  Children do 

not have to be registered at Piqua Catholic to participate in our camps.  For more information go to 

www.piquacatholic.org/summer-camp. To register please contact Christy Hayes at 

hayesc@piquacatholic.org. 

Thank You:  A Great Big Thank you to:  Ulbrich’s Grocery Store, Sunset Meat Market, Chris George with 

Edward Jones, and The Piqua Public Library for displaying our school brochures at your location.  This is a 

great way to tell others about our great school!  If you have a local business and would like to help by dis-

playing our brochures - please contact Christy Hayes. 

Did you know:  Our classes fill up fast!  We already have registrations through 2022.  If you know anyone 

with a child turning 3 in the next few years have them contact Christy Hayes at hayesc@piquacatholic.org to 

hold a spot. 

Piqua Catholic School:  What an interesting time this has been for our world. All of us 

have been impacted by this pandemic, some more serious than others.  Please know that I 

will pray for all of you. 

There are so many negative things that have come from this crisis, but please allow me to 

pull away from these challenges and direct our focus on the good.  More than ever before, 

first and foremost, this can be a time of tremendous connection to Jesus. God yearns to be 

first in our hearts and souls, constantly seeking us to turn away from our earthly pleasures 

and idols and follow Him.  We were made for God with an imprint on our hearts that, if 

filled with the Lord, will bring light to the darkness and souls to peace.   

As we take this extended social distancing from some of our loved ones, friends, and coworkers, allow it to 

remind us that it’s a tremendous opportunity to give God consent to sit on the throne of our hearts. In turn, 

only joy, peace, love, mercy, etc. will pour over us with which overflows into an outpouring of these         

beautiful things in our own personal and professional relationships with those around us. Once we are in full 

communion with Jesus, receiving the everlasting graces that He eagerly wants to cleanse us with, we find 

ourselves in stronger relationship with those around us. 

Bear with me for a minute, but if someone came to you and said, I have a magic pill that cures all relation-

ships within your life, making each one holy and good, you’d invest in knowing more, right?  I sure would!  

The good news is, this “magic pill” exists and is FREE. The “company” who makes this “magic pill” is even 

sacrificing everything of themselves to get it to you.  What?!  Unheard of! In all seriousness, though, there is 

so much truth to this. Jesus is that “magic pill”, but, as you know, all pills may come with side effects. Side 

effects may require you to truly love by giving up something of yourself for the good of another, forgive, 

purge earthly pleasures (entertainment, wealth, power, etc.), and slow down to spend more quality time with 

your spouse, children, and friends.  Is this “magic pill” worth investing in?  At Piqua Catholic, we are                   

investing. I pray that He is worth investing in for all of us, for I know this isn’t easy for anyone. 

With this being a unique time in our lives, learning for every student has changed overnight.  Distance learn-

ing has been and will continue to be delivered as families and schools adjust to the different demands of a  
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School News—Continued 
modified learning environment.  Moms and Dads have become Homeschool 

Teachers on top of their jobs, parenting, and being a support for each other.  

However, our families are amazing and are doing everything they can to   

continue the learning process at home. 

EdChoice Scholarship - The state has adjusted the law on the  Ed-

Choice Scholarship due to some concerns from the Public School 

System and which schools had been deemed “underperforming”. 

Because of this, here is what you need to know. 

The EdChoice Scholarship program has two branches: 

EdChoice Traditional: The traditional side of EdChoice provides students 

from underperforming public schools the opportunity to attend participating 

private schools. The state has created a document found on their website that 

lists the Designated Public Schools who are considered low performing.  For 

the 2020-2021 school year, there’s one elementary school in Piqua that is on 

this list. Please reach out to us or go online for this info. This means that    

students (K-12) who reside in the attendance zones of these buildings and are 

new to Piqua Catholic or Lehman, qualify for this scholarship.  Currently, 

this scholarship is in the amount of $4,650 for K-8 and $6,000 for 9-12. Once 

a student is awarded the scholarship, they are “grandfathered” into the      

program through 12th grade. 

EdChoice Expansion: provides low income families the opportunity to send 

their children to a private school by covering the entire tuition. The scholar-

ship amounts are the same as the traditional side, and this is solely based on 

family income regardless of they reside. There is a chart available on the 

Ohio Department of Education’s website with these income eligibility guide-

lines. Please let us know if you have questions. 

If you or someone you know is interested in learning more about this        

program, please give us a call or send an email to Brad Zimmerman or        

Denise Stauffer.  

The support of our Business Partners is awesome, and we’d like to continue 

to recognize and thank them for investing in Catholic Education.  These busi-

nesses truly appreciate and know the value of Catholic education. Thank you! 

Finally, please continue to pray and support Piqua Catholic in any way you can. Through the love of Jesus, 

we will get through this pandemic TOGETHER. Stay strong and positive for yourself and each other. May 

God bless you this day and each day ahead and deliver health and safety to your home. 

        In Jesus’ Love,  Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

Currently  

Enrolling  

2020-2021   

School Year 

***** 

CFEL 

 Christy Hayes                      

Director 
773-3876 

hayesc    

@piquacatholic.org. 

***** 

PCS 

Brad Zimmerman                                   

Principal 

773-1564                             

zimmermanb 

@piquacatholic.org  

***** 

LCHS 

Denise Stauffer 

Principal 

498-1161 or 773-8747 

d.stauffer   

@lehmancatholic.com  

Platinum ($2,000+) 
Apex Aluminum Die Casting 

Eagle Bridge Co. 
Harmony Systems & Service, LLC 

Palmer Bolt & Supply Co. 
                       Paul Sherry Chrysler/RV                   

PSC Crane & Rigging 
Richpak Corporation 

Scott Family McDonald's 
Thrivent Financial- Spencer Peltier & Mark Reedy 

Unity National Bank 

Gold ($1,500+) 
Edison State Community College 

Silver ($1,000+) 
Buecker, Davis & Gunter 

Ferguson Construction Co. 
Hampshire Cabinetry 

Hemm's Glass Shops, Inc. 
McCulloch, Felger, Fite & Gutmann, Co 

Murray, Wells, Wendeln & Robinson 
VPP Industries 

Bronze ($500+) 
Crayex Corporation 

Faulkner, Garmhausen, Keister & Shenk 
French Oil Mill Machinery Co. 

Galbreath Realty Service 
Jackson Tube Service Inc. 

Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home 
Piqua Battery 

 
 

mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org
mailto:hayesc@piquacatholic.org
mailto:d.stauffer@lehmancatholic.com
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Feature Article—Bethany Center Switches to Carry Out 

Wilma Earls and Cathy Large did some soul searching      

regarding whether or not to keep the soup kitchen running or 

close for 2 weeks and reevaluate the situation. In compliance 

with Coronavirus restrictions, they settled on a plan to close 

the dining room and prepare sack lunches to be handed out at 

the doorway.  

After generous donations of lunch meat and cookies, volun-

teers assembled sandwiches, chips, and cookies and served 63 

patrons who mostly walked there from their homes. Cathy 

stated, “We have to be flexible with our menu as we receive 

donations. This week the JVS donated several sack lunches 

and are bringing milk next week.”  

Starting Tuesday, March 24, they will start using carry out 

boxes for hot foods such as casseroles and hamburgers.     

Donations of cookies, chips, or fruit will come in handy for 

the to go meals. They are keeping the number of volunteers to 

a minimum and stepping up cleaning procedures as well as 

wearing gloves. The morning coffee and doughnuts are     

discontinued now as well as the Friday evening meal. Carry out lunches will be available Tuesdays, Wednes-

days, and Thursdays from 11:30 to 12:30. Wilma Earls, director of Bethany Center, and Cathy Large her   

assistant, have been serving the community at 339 South St. for over 20 years and plan to operate this carry 

out venture as long as they are allowed to. 

A drive through version of the Food Pantry will be serving the commu-

nity on Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 pm.  Volunteers will 

watch for cars and direct traffic as patrons pull up to the back porch        

(the loading and drop off area). Customers will then present their ID, 

which is issued by Shared Harvest, and volunteers will bring groceries 

out to the car. Donations of canned goods, peanut butter, and pasta 

would be much appreciated.  

Wilma and Cathy ask that we all pray for the health of the volunteers and 

all who are impacted by the Coronavirus COVID-19. Anyone wishing to 

donate to the Food Pantry or the carry out lunch effort, please call    

Bethany Center at 937-615-9762 ext.11 or contact Wilma Earls at 937-

773-0938 or Cathy Large at 937-773-4377.  

Father Dan has requested articles 
highlighting the need for more              

volunteers to become  involved in 
the various parishes’ activities. 
Articles in this ongoing series 

will give information about some 
of the wonderful opportunities 

available to enrich our faith and 
to  support our parishes through                 

volunteerism.  

And the people stayed home.  And read books, listened, and rested, and exercised and 
made art, and played games, and learned ways of being and were still.  And listened 

more deeply.  Some  meditated, some prayed, some danced.  Some met their shadows. 
And the people began to think  differently.  And the people healed.  And in the  absence 
of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began 

to heal.  And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they 
grieved their loss and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new 

ways to live and heal the earth fully, as they had been healed. 

   Written by Kitty O’Meara,  Submitted by Juanita Ventura’s Granddaughter 
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Great Events for our Teens!  For this newsletter, the focus will be on teens in Faith Formation at the   

Piqua Parishes.  In the past few months, these youth experienced many rich faith events.  Our high school 

youth served beautifully at Heartland Nursing Home, leading BINGO games.  Special thanks to four    

graduating seniors for their generous and faithful service to our nursing home friends:  Grace Ryan, Sylvia 

Mitchell, Emma Nees, and Maegan Titterington.  

At a recent High School 

Breakfast, our students 

were treated to the loving 

faith message of Jessica 

Stolle and Remy Muneza. 

They are an engaged and 

faithful Catholic couple in 

the area who shared very 

inspiring stories.   

Our High School Leaders Awards for Winter, 2019 were announced on Sunday, December 15. We are   

grateful for the leadership of Kai Drees, Kelsey Earick, Cameron Foster, Torri Foster, Gabe Knapke,         

Ian LaChey, Kirstyn Lee, Sylvia Mitchell, Nick Phillips, and Grace Ryan! 

Our Confirmation Teens hosted a spaghetti dinner with flare and good service.  THANK YOU to all of the 

parishioners from St. Teresa, St. Mary, and St. Boniface for your tremendous dinner support, all for Catholic 

Retreats.  $1500 profit was gained!  We are truly grateful. 

Our Confirmation Retreat happened on March 1 at the beautiful Transfiguration Retreat Center, and God 

gave us a really nice day.  Thank you so deeply to our Retreat Leaders:  Mary Zimmerman, Jenny Moore, 

Julie Tyler, Devin Meyer, Lexe Schmiesing, Shani Karn, Patrick Zimmerman, Kameron Lee, and Kirstyn 

Lee.  Youth Ministers were Alan Capasso and Diane Mengos. Thank you to Ed Liette for his sponsorship of 

our Confirmation Shirts, all in memory of his wonderful wife Jean.  

Religious Education/Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos 
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Congratulations To All of Our 8th Grade, High School, & College Graduates 

Graduating  High School Seniors from St. Boniface and St. Mary Parish will receive a   

special blessing and gift from Parish Family Life Groups at each of the Masses                 

celebrated on Saturday, May 16 and May 17.  Seniors will be asked to come forward 

for a blessing from Father Dan and receive their gift.  Reservations are not required,                           

and seniors may attend any of the Masses (sit anywhere) that week-end.  

Mother’s Day  (May 10)                                            

Father’s Day (June 21)                                       

Best Wishes To                                       
All  of  Our                                    

MOMs & DADs!!! 

 

Happy Ordination        

Anniversary 

Fr. Tony Cutcher — May 15  
St. Peter Catholic Church 

6161 Chambersburg, Huber Heights, 

45424—acutcher@saintpeterparish.org 

Fr. Tom Mannebach — May 15  
Good Shepherd Catholic Church 

8815 E. Kemper, Cincinnati, 45249 

   fr.mannebach@good-shepherd.org 

Fr. Zach Cecil  — May 18 
St. Teresa of Avila/St. William 

1175 Overlook Avenue, Cincinnati, 

Ohio, 45238 

zcecil@stteresa-avila.org 

Fr. Dan Hunt—May 19 (8th) 

Fr. John Tonkin— May 21 
St. Christopher Church  

435 National Rd., Vandalia,  45377 

jtonkin@stchristopheronline.com 

Fr. Martin Fox — May 24                        
St. Remy Catholic Church 

108 E. Main, Russia, 45363 

pastor@stremychurch.com    

Fr. Tom Bolte — June 14 (40th) 
St. Angela Merici & St. Michael Parishes 

130 Stone Alley, Box 279 

Fayetteville, Ohio 45118 

tbolte82@gmail.com 

Fr. Tom Hemm — December 30 

St. Charles Center 

2860 U.S. Route 127 

Celina, Ohio 45822  

tomhemm@hotmail.com 

Retrouvaille — Marriage Help  
Do you feel alone?  Are you frustrated or angry with each 

other? Do you argue  . . . or have you just stopped talking to 

each other? Does talking about it only make it worse?  Have 

you thought about separation or divorce? 

Retrouvaille is a Catholic-sponsored, confidential                   

program open to all faiths.  It offers a chance to rediscover 

yourself and your spouse. It is for couples that have experi-

enced a breakdown in communication, become unloving, are 

thinking of separation or divorce, or who are separated. Week-

end programs are scheduled throughout the year at various                

locations in Ohio. The next program will begin the weekend of 

March 27-29, 2020.   

For more information or to  register call (800) 470-2230 

or log-on to www.helpourmarriage.org.  

mailto:fr.mannebach@good-shepherd.org
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Baptisms:         St. M. 

None 

St. B.   

Jett David Friend 

Son of Jeb & Stephanie Friend 

(03/08/20) 

Deaths:  “Our sympathy to the family members of 

these parishioners who have been called to their    

eternal reward.” 

St. B. 

Mary Jane Plank (03/16/20) 

St. M. 

  James D. Apple (01/04/20) 

Rosetta Ridenour (01/07/20) 

  Donald C. Verhotz (02/12/20) 

Stephany M. King (02/17/20) 

John Fiessinger (03/01/20) 

Geneat L. Peffley (03/05/20) 

  Lola A. (Borghese) Burnetto (03/05/20) 

Jean M. Dugan (03/14/20) 

Parish Notes 

New Members: “ Our  par i s h  fami l y                             

welcomes/welcomes back . . .” 

St. M.: Christopher Flinn  

Brian & Leanna Hovenac and Warren & Isabella  

Justin & Kari Magill and Haisley  

Joseph Staley         

St. B.:  Lawrence & Jenna Jurosic and Eleanor 

On Sunday, March 1, at the 11am Mass at St. Boniface Church, RCIA candidates for 

Full Communion in the Church, Milli Barhorst and Elizabeth Bingham, participated in 

the Rite of Sending, celebrated by Fr. Dan Hunt.   

Later in the day,  both participated in the Call to Continuing Conversion Ceremony at 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception Church in Dayton, celebrated by Bishop Joseph 

Binzer.   

Also, on Sunday afternoon, March 1, catechumen Sylvia Khera received a special bless-

ing at home from Father Hunt as she continues her journey towards reception into the 

Catholic Church this Easter.   

Please keep all of them in your prayers as they continue their journey of faith 

Reflections . . .   Success  
To laugh often and much;  

To win the respect of intelligent people and affection of children;  
To earn the Appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends;  

To appreciate beauty, to find the best in others;  
To leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch,  

or a redeemed social condition;  
To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived.  

This is to have succeeded.  

Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803-1882, An American, lecturer, philosopher and poet 

RCIA Ceremonies Celebrated On March 1st 



St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656 fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:  Saturday: 3:30pm 

Sunday: 7am, 11am 

Parish Council President:                        

Bill Hogston                             

 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email:  stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  Saturday: 5pm 

Sunday: 9am, 7pm 

Parish Council President:                 

Bob Hartings 

 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel P. Hunt 

 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway   

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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APRIL 

9: Holy Thursday 

10: Good Friday 

11: Holy Saturday 

12: Easter 

19: Divine Mercy Sunday          

25—May 3:   St. Joseph Table 

25:  Ordination of Deacons                            

 MAY 

3: 1st Communion, 2pm,                   

St. Mary 

4:     Charismatic Mass, 7:30pm 

6:     PCS May Crowning    

7:     National Day of Prayer 

10:   Happy Mother’s Day 

19: PCS 8th Grade Graduation 

20: FF May Crowning 

21:   CFEL Graduation 

24:   LCHS Graduation 

25: Memorial Day Cemetery 

Mass—11am 

 

29:  Piqua HS Graduation 

31:  Pentecost 

JUNE   

1:     Charismatic Mass, 7:30pm 

 

June 5 & 6  

St. Mary  “50th”          

Summer Festival 

 

5: St. Boniface Feast Day    

14:  Corpus Christi Procession 

from St. B. to St. M         

17:  Fr. Dan’s Birthday 

21:  Happy Father’s Day 

Mark Your Calendar 

RCIA —  For more 

info,  contact Deacon 

Knight— 773-1656 

St. Boniface Bingo   

Every Monday                          

& Wednesday Evening                              

Doors Open—5pm 

Upcoming Parish Dates (see parish bulletin for more info) 

Winter Newsletter   

Assemblers: 

Barb Kohl, Rich Knab                      

Doug & Dolores Latham 

Melissa McEldowney                  

Chuck Peltier                                 

Leroy Phyillaier, Sylvia Piatt 

Janet Poling, Toni Roth   

Thanks! 
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